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by Dick Townsend-Smith 


THERE are just 12 months to go 
before the greatest show on earth 
comes to London and the eyes of 
the world turn to the capital for 
the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. 

The famous torch is due to 
arrive from Greece at the Olympic 
Stadium exactly a year tomorrow, 
on July 27 2012. 

Here in Greenwich the 
excitement is already ramping 
up among people of all ages and 
from all walks of life, as the 


the Games, will be the venue for 
the gymnastics and basketball 
events. 

Shops and businesses are already 
getting ready for the influx of 
sports people and their support 
teams, as well as the thousands 
of visitors and tourists who 
will be flocking to the borough. 
Meanwhile, locals are making the 
most of the new sporting facilities 
that are springing up in parks and 
open spaces all over the borough 

Turn to Page 7 O 


borough fine-tunes its plans to 
host several of the main events. 
The historic Royal Artillery 
Barracks in Woolwich will be the 
venue for Shooting, Paralympic 
Shooting and Paralympic 
Archery. And Greenwich Park 
will host the Equestrian and 
Modern Pentathlon events. The 
02, which will be known as the 
North Greenwich Arena during 
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In my 

opinion 


Let’s create 
a lasting 
legacy 
together 



LIKE clockwork 
every year 
after watching 
Wimbledon, I run 
to the nearest 
sports outlet, 
purchase trainers 
and the relevant 
sports attire and 
then head to my 
garage in search 
of a racket. I play 
regularly for about 
a month, then place 
my racket back in 
the garage. 

The Olympics 
arrive in London in 
just over a year and 
I find myself asking 
the question, what 
will become of 
the excitement, 
enthusiasm, and 
energy for it. Will 
there actually be 
a lasting Olympic 
legacy? 

Growing up, one of 
the things I always 
struggled with was 
finding somewhere 
to play basketball. 
There were no 
courts in local 
parks and I couldn’t 
afford court hire 
so I would travel 
to Kingston three 
times a week to 
play the sport 
I loved. Other 
players could not 
afford the journey 
so their interest 
waned. I was lucky 
and by 16 1 had 
met other like- 
minded players, 
and coaches who 
helped to establish 
a team in South 
East London where 
I could develop my 
basketball skills. 
Thanks to 
Greenwich Council 
funding, Crown 
Woods College 
has opened its 
doors and hearts 
to basketball and 


is promoting the 
sport to pupils as 
well as the wider 
community. 

In conjunction 
with the newly 
formed Greenwich 
Basketball 
Academy, the 
college is putting 
on exhibition 
games. Steps like 
these are important 
to enable a lasting 
legacy. By working 
with schools, local 
basketball clubs 
and Greenwich 
Council, the 
academy will 
endeavour to 
increase the 
standard of 
basketball whilst 
creating job 
opportunities and 
opening the door 
to scholarships 
for students. The 
academy team 
is being led by 
Joel Moore, the 
former Great 
Britain Captain 
who holds two 
Commonwealth 
Gold Medals. It 
aims to change the 
face of basketball 
in Greenwich 
forever, through 
the development of 
school leagues and 
coaching clinics 
and it is eager for 
the community to 
be involved in the 
project. Let’s create 
a lasting legacy 
together. Find out 
more by emailing 
info@greenwich 
basketball 
academy.co.uk 
or visit www. 
greenwich 
basketball 
academy.co.uk 

Ashley Thomas, 
professional 
basketball coach 
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How to make it business as usual for 2012 


TRANSPORT for London 
has launched two new 
schemes to ensure that it 
will be business as usual 
during the Olympics. The 
schemes are designed to 
help firms run smoothly 
during the Games, and have 
been set up in response to 
a request by the Federation 
of Small Businesses to 
help enterprises affected 


by the Olympics. The first 
programme starts in August 
and is designed for multi-site 
businesses employing over 
200 people. This may include 
retail outlets, restaurant 
chains and financial 
institutions. 

TfL will also be running 
more than 50 free workshops 
aimed at firms with less than 
200 employees. The schemes 


will help firms prepare for 
any travel disruption that 
may affect their business, 
and will cover topics such 
as how local roads will 
be managed, as well as 
managing staff, deliveries 
and services during Games 
time. 

Additionally, a new online 
planning tool has been 
developed to help businesses 


think about the key issues 
affecting them during the 
Games. 

Any business can start 
planning now by visiting 
www.london2012.com/ 
traveladviceforbusiness or 
email, keeponrunning@ 
london2012.com or visit 
www.london2012.com/ 
traveladviceforbusiness 


Changings 
places (orBi2 


Pupils receive awards for community clean up 


by Dick Townsend- 
Smith 


PUPILS from Woolwich 
Polytechnic School were 
presented with awards 
from a former Olympic 
champion for their work 
in transforming a nature 
reserve. 

Olympic gold medallist 
Jonathan Edwards went to 
the boys’ school in Hutchins 
Road, Thamesmead, last 
Tuesday (July 19) to present 
the awards to pupils who took 
part in Project Develop, part 
of the London 2012 Changing 
Places Programme. 

They had spent a day in 
January helping to clear the 
Tump Nature Reserve, a local 
canal area and a pedestrian 
underpass, cutting back 
overgrown shrubs and weeds, 
and clearing debris from the 
canal bed, woodland and 
pathways. 

Edwards, the current 
triple jump world record 
holder, gave the pupils an 
inspirational talk on how he 
achieved his gold medal. A 
video was also shown of him 
jumping 18.9 metres, which 
is still an unbroken record. 
As part of his visit, a Sorbos 
Dodong tree, known as the 
“Olympic Flame”, was planted 
in the school garden. 

Also at the ceremony was 
former Woolwich Polytechnic 
pupil George Newman, who 
won a gold medal in the World 
Transplant Games. He had 
overcome lung problems and 
a kidney transplant to scoop 
a haul of four gold medals in 
2007 in Bangkok at the age of 
19 and is now a teacher at the 
school. 

Project Develop was set up by 



CLEAN SWEEP: Woolwich Polytechnic pupils with Olympic champ 
Jonathan Edwards (centre), Pc Lindsay Sprott (left), and gold medal- 
winning teacher George Newman, inset, Jonathan checks out the 
‘Olympic Flame’ tree planted in the school garden 


the Met Police working closely 
with LOCOG, the London 
Organising Committee of 
the Olympic Games and 
Paralympic Games. It aims to 
encourage local communities 
to help make local areas 
clean and safe and enables 
proceeds of crime seized by 
police to be injected back into 
local communities in order to 
reduce crime and the fear of 
crime. 

PC Lindsay Sprott from the 
Met’s Olympic Community 
Relations Team, who is 


working on 
Project Develop, 
told GT: “The visit 
went very well. 

The pupils were 
very impressed 
with Jonathan 
Edwards and 
particularly by 
his inspirational 
talk. 

“This was a great project 
which has helped to build a 
stronger relationship between 
the young people, police 
and local community as a 


result. Pupils 

approached the project 
with great enthusiasm, 
commitment and hard work, 
and I am pleased their efforts 
have been recognised today.” 
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IT’S hard enough for 
the rest of us to take in 
schoolgirl weightlifter 
Zoe Smith’s amazing 
rise to an almost auto- 
matic place in Britain’s 
Olympic team for 2012. 

But imagine what it must 
be like for the other three 
people at home in Abbey 
Wood - mum Niki, dad 
Terry and younger sister 
Yana. 

GT carried the very first 
story on Zoe on November 
7, 2007, and since then 
it’s been one fantastic 
story after another, 
including a gold medal 
at the Commonwealth 
Youth Games in 2008, a 
bronze medal at the 2010 
Commonwealth Games 
in India and a silver in 
the 2011 World Youth 
Championships, breaking 
British records galore along 
the way. She was helped 
on her way by Greenwich 
Starting Blocks. 

“It’s just been incredible, 
so incredible it’s hard to 
know where to start,” said 
Niki. “That first story in 
GT was when she won the 
British Under 17 title and 
broke the record when she 
was 13 years and nine days 
old. 

“That was really big news 
then and we were so excited. 
That qualified her for the 
European championships 
so straight away she was an 
international athlete.” 

Zoe’s chance switch 
to weightlifting from 
gymnastics at the Europa 
club in Erith has been well 
documented, but how did 
the family hear about it? 

Terry said: “I was sitting 
in the car after one of the 
early weightlifting sessions 
and her coach, Andy 
Callard, came over and 
said: ‘Your daughter could 
be a champion.’ 

“I went in the gym a few 
weeks later and saw a 
weight on the floor. It was 
about 60k. When he turned 
his back I lifted it slightly 


by Peter Cordwetl 

off the floor. Zoe said she 
was going to lift the weight 
and I was in shock.” Zoe 
had been doing gymnastics 
for years but was only a 
little above average. Niki 
said: “She was all power but 
no grace. She switched to 
weightlifting when Yvonne 
and Len at the club said 
they wanted someone for 
the London Youth Games. 

“We went to see her 
first competition at the 
South East Counties 
championships in Woking, 
having never seen her lift a 
weight. She won and when 
she put down the weight 


she kind of let out a sigh. 
I had never seen her so 
proud of herself - and she 
was still only 12. 

“That was the turning 
point for me and Zoe gave 
up the gymnastics in 
favour of weightlifting.” 

Terry added” “We were 
in Greenwich Park once 
when Zoe was seven and 
she pulled herself up over 
these rings and flipped 
over before going to play 
in the sand with Yana. All 
the other kids were goggle- 
eyed.” 

A weightlifter’s strength, 
apparently, comes from 
your back, your legs and 
your behind. “We all 
laugh about her having a 
weightlifter’s bum - she got 
it from me,” joked Niki. 

Terry chimed in: “Brains 
too. Andy reckons that 
weightlifters are usually 
clever as well. Most 
seem to go to university. 
Maybe weightlifting has 
something to do with mind 
over matter. They certainly 


have to use their brains to 
focus and stick at it.” 

How has the family coped 
with Zoe’s fame, including 
a trophy last year from 
BBC’s ‘Sports Personality 
of the Year’ competition. 

Niki said: “It all happened 
so fast at first but now each 
step she takes seems almost 
natural and we go along 
with it, even though it’s 
been a roller-coaster with 
all the media attention.” 

One conundrum led to 
Zoe’s choice to put her 
education on hold for a 
year to move to the national 
training camp in Leeds. 

“It couldn’t all be done, 
school, training and all 
the media things that she 


didn’t want to keep turning 
down,” said Niki, “so she 
made what I think was the 
right decision. 

“Her school have been 
very good and said that 
she can come back after 
the Olympics. She’s 
staying with five British 
champions, paid for by the 
lottery.” 

Sister Yana is a gymnast 
herself but is struggling 
with the Osgood-Schlatters 
sports injury. She said: 
“I’m very proud of Zoe and 
it’s been great to follow her 
amazing progress.” 

Injury seems the only 
thing that will keep Zoe, 
17, out of the Games in her 
home town next year. She 
has a shoulder injury at the 
moment but hopes are that 
it is not too serious. 

“It’s just one of those 
things associated with 
top-class sport,” said Niki. 
“You can train for years 
and get injured the week 
before the Olympics. It’s 
something you just have 
to accept and hope that it 
doesn’t happen. 

“Her aim is to get in the 
GB team. After all the 
publicity people might 
think she’s in line for a 
medal but that couldn’t 
be further from the truth. 
She’ll be a baby, she’ll be 
18 against weightlifters 
ten years older than her, so 
she’s got a long way to go. 

“If she’s picked she’ll get 
two tickets and I’m down 
for one of them!” But Terry 
said: “I’d just as sooner 
watch it on the telly!” 


MEDIA MOMENT: Zoe Smith (centre) at a press event near the Olympic Stadium 


■ She'll be the baby 
-she'll be 18 against 
weightlifters ten years 
older than her 


ZOE FAR ZOE GOOD: the Smith family catches up with Zoe’s sporting achieuements 
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Letters 


Test events helped to show off 
borough's wonderful buildings 


REGARDING the letter 
in July 12th edition 
of Greenwich Time, 
although I did not 
attend the test events 
I feel that holding 
the horse events in 
Greenwich Park is 
a fantastic idea and 
will bring not only 
many more tourists 
into the borough but 
well needed money. 
Greenwich borough 



has been a favourite for 
filming in well-known 


television series like 
The Bill and London’s 
Burning. 

We have such lovely 
historic buildings 
and places in this 
borough that it is 
wonderful to show 
them off. My sister 
in New Zealand saw 
the test events on TV 
and she told me seeing 
Greenwich Park had 
made her homesick. 


To those people who 
are ‘protesting’- these 
events are only for 
the Olympics and 
everything will be ‘back 
to normal’ afterwards. 
But please, meanwhile, 
let people enjoy these 
events and there is still 
a vast amount of space 
in Greenwich Park for 
everyone to enjoy. 

Eve Galler, 

Plumstead 


Write to: GT Letters, Communications Team, 
Woolwich Town Hall, Wellington Street, SE18 6PW 
or email greenwich.timefBgreenwich.gov.uk 
We reserve the right to edit any letters received. 


Pentathlon was 
fantastic but food 
vendors a rip off 


Equestrian events must move 


THE tests for the 
Olympic equestrian 
events in Greenwich 
Park have shown 
beyond doubt that 
the events should 
be moved to an 
established venue, 
such as Badminton. 
Greenwich Park is a 
heavily used public 
park, it is part of 
a World Heritage 
Site and a national 
treasure. It’s also too 
small for an Olympic 
cross-country event. 
Those who care 
about such things 
will also know of 
the serious damage 
and threat to the 
park’s archaeology, 
flora and fauna. On 
all these counts, 
the verdict is clear: 
the events should 
be moved. The test 
events have now also 
shown that the park 


is the wrong venue 
for equestrians. It 
is too small and the 
ground is too uneven 
for a cross-country 
event. Because of 
the steep slopes 
and tight turns, 
horses and riders 
would be put at risk. 
Spectators would be 
limited to 50,000 
(rather than 300,000 
at Badminton] and 
their views of would 
be restricted by 
the hills and the 
congestion. There 
were also problems 
with the arena 
surface that are an 
on-going cause for 
concern. So there 
is a serious risk 
of staging sub- 
standard Olympic 
equestrian events. 
Great disruption is 
being caused and 
vast amounts of 


money are being 
squandered in order 
to try to stage the 
Olympic equestrian 
events at an 
unsuitable venue. 

It is time to put an 
end to this madness. 
They can be moved, 
and they should be 
moved. 

Dr John Bell 
Greenwich 
• LOCOG director 
of sport, Debbie 
Jevans replies: 

The equestrian 
test event in 
Greenwich Park 
was a resounding 
success receiving 
acclaim from the 


international and 
British equestrian 
federations, riders, 
Greenwich residents 
and schoolchildren. 
LOCOG has gone 
into a lot of detail 
in its plans and has 
worked closely with 
agencies such as 
The Royal Parks to 
ensure that the park 
is protected. The 
park is not too small, 
and the undulations 
mean that it will 
be an exciting and 
challenging course 
for the riders, and 
will show off the 
key features of the 
park to stunning 


effect. There is no 
venue in the UK 
currently geared 
to accommodating 
all equestrian 
disciplines and the 
Modern Pentathlon 
at the same time. 

We are committed to 
a ‘compact Games’ 
with most venues 
within or near the 
Olympic Park in 
Stratford. 

The equestrian 
events will happen in 
Greenwich Park next 
year and we look 
forward to putting 
on an unforgettable 
event. 


FURTHER to Stephen 
Nelson’s letter in the July 12 
edition of Greenwich Time. 
My husband and I secured 
tickets to the men’s modern 
pentathlon event on 
Saturday, July 9, and 
it was FANTASTIC. 

We got really involved with 
the events and we all cheered 
our men on for them to reach 
3rd and 9th position overall. 
Well done Nick Woodbridge 
and James Cooke! 

There is very little damage 
done to the park and it will 
bring much needed money 
into our local economy. 

As with all major events 
security was paramount and 
there were a lot of friendly 
security staff (bag searching, 
body searching etc) but there 
was no animosity. 

The only negative thing 


we have to say is about the 
vendors in and around the 
outside of the park. 

WHAT A RIP OFF! You need 
to lower your charges in 
order that more people can 
purchase your food/drinks. 
Two pubs charged £10 for a 
small glass of wine and a pint, 
inside the park there were 
stalls selling bacon baguettes 
at £5, hog roast at £5 and beef 
baguettes at £5.80, while tea/ 
coffee was around the £2.50 
mark. 

But overall, the event was 
really good, well organised 
and the commentator got us 
involved and made us 
feel part of the event. 

Keep up the good work 
for 2012 Greenwich and 
Woolwich. 

Lisa and Mick Cole, 
Eltham 


OUR Star Letter writer will win two 
tickets to a Charlton Athletic match 
at The Valley NEXT season, so get 
writing! I 

For information on 201 1/12 season 
tickets please visit www.cafc.co.uk 
or call 0871 226 1905. 
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Disruption will 
be temporary 


RE Mr S Nelson’s letter (GT July 12), 
there are concerns about the use or, 
more accurately, misuse of Greenwich 
Park and Blackheath for the Equestrian 
Events in 2012 but nimbyism this is 
not. True, if this goes ahead, there 
will be great disruption to traffic, 
the Park will be closed for some time 
and Greenwich and Blackheath will 
be badly affected, but this will be 
temporary. The real concern is about 
the inevitable permanent and semi- 
permanent damage to a vulnerable and 
valuable amenity that is used and loved 
by local people and visitors. The Test 
Events catered for less than one-tenth 
of the spectators and fewer competitors 
than are proposed for next year and 
it is to be hoped that LOCOG now 
see how unsuitable Greenwich Park 
and Blackheath are for a large-scale 
equestrian event. There is no shame in 
a change of mind. 
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STEVE SPOUSEp PLUMSTEAD: The passenger ship Deutschland was moored at Canary Wharf for one day to test it out for 
next summer when the boat will be used as a floating hotel by the German Olympic team 


Janet Sweet, 
Blackheath 
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gymnast Natasha Baptiste in 
training at the Europa gym 




Starting Blocks girl strikes gold for Greenwich 


by Peter Cordwell 


IF you’re searching for a 
good example of a young 
person inspired by sport to 
develop a positive approach 
to life, look no further than 
11-year-old Starting Blocks 
star Natasha Baptiste. 

The brilliant young gymnast 
from Kidbrooke will no doubt 
come across the slings and 
arrows of existence, but my 
money would be on ‘Tash’ 
to see them off with aplomb. 
She’s 11 going on 111 and you 
feel she could give you a good 
talking to instead of the other 
way round. 

Natasha won three gold 
medals and the team silver 
at the junior section of the 
London Youth Games and 
inevitably the talk is of future 
championships, including an 
Olympic Games, for the girl 
who already trains five times a 
week, four hours a time. 

“I was really happy at the 
Youth Games. I felt that I’d 
really achieved something,” 
said Natasha. “I was fairly 
confident because there were 
only two pieces, floor and vault, 
which are my two best. 

“The beam is a bit scary 
but it’s not that bad. You get 
used to it. I like the vault best 
because it’s fast and exciting.” 

She started when she was 
six, mum Shelley, dad Laz and 
Godmother Andrea sorting out 
the excellent Europa club in 
Erith for her. 



Shelley, who works for a law 
firm, said: “When she was very 
little she couldn’t keep still. She 
was always doing cartwheels 
and flips, so we decided to find 
the best club we could. Europa 
had a good reputation and has 
been very supportive. Tash 
was an instant hit at the club 
and soon moved up the grades. 
She started competing at eight 
and now she’s a member of 
Team London that competes 
all over the country. 

“It’s expensive but we’re 
being supported by Greenwich 
Starting Blocks, which has 
been a big help with her kit 
and travel,” said Shelley. “I 
wouldn’t push her but she 
loves her gymnastics. 

“She also swims like a fish 
and won gold in the backstroke 
at the schools gala at Eltham 
last week when the mayor was 
there.” 


Natasha goes to St Joseph’s 
primary school in Greenwich 
and will be going to St Ursula’s 
secondary school, Blackheath, 


in September. “The school 
has been great in supporting 
Tash.” said Shelley, “and St 
Ursula’s looks brilliant.” 

Little sister Cheyanne, aged 
six, is just starting in the gym 
and brothers Jamelle, 18, and 
Andre, 15, are footballers. 

“Natasha is very confident 
and I’m sure she’ll do well if 
she carries on as she is,” said 
Shelley. 

Natasha’s coach Samantha 
James told GT: “She’s a 
dedicated, hard-working 
gymnast who loves 
competition. She did brilliantly 
at the London Youth Games 
and she’s got every chance of 
making real progress, even 
to represent Great Britain, 
because she’s got the right 
attitude. She’s a pleasure to 
coach.” 


Quick off the Blocks 


GREENWICH Starting 
Blocks was set up in 2007 
to raise funds for aspiring 
young athletes in the 
borough. 

At present the charitable 
trust funds 55 young people 
for a total of £22,000 a year. 
Seven of the Starting Blocks 
athletes (Ambassadors) are 
training to qualify for Team 
GB for the 2012 Games in 
their respective sports - 
Gemma Gibbons (Judo), Zoe 
Smith (weightlifting), Jeffrey 
Lawal-Balogun (athletics, 

200 metres), Davoud 


Etminari (Taekwondo), 
Robert Barrett (sitting 
volleyball), David Bolarinwa 
(athletics, 100 metres) 
and Xavier Mohammed 
(swimming, 200m freestyle, 
400m individual medley) 

• Starting Blocks’ gala 
dinner takes place on 
September 15 with special 
guest Lord Seb Coe at 
The Indigo2. Tickets £90 
including a £15 gift aid 
donation, or £75 without 
donation. To book call 020 
8921 5408 or email janine. 
whittaker@greenwich.gov.uk 


Find out what’s 
on in our local 


events listings 
online 

Browse our 
What's on 
guide for 
music, 
children's 
events, 
art and 
lots more at: 




Also on the Courcft *ebvce 

• Sgn i p for Q-Jons on spoctil offer* 

• Latex nr** from around Gr^Ywich 


Save time . 

get online 







E El July 26 2011 


Greenwich 

Host borough for London 2012 



NEW TO CHARLTON VILLAGE 


COFFEE AND SANDWICH BAR WITH SEATING 
INSIDE AND OUTSIDE 



OPEN MON- SATURDAY 7.30AM-5PM CLOSED SUNDAYS 

2A THE VILLAGE CHARLTON I SE7 BUD I TEL 0208 856 0771 


Opposite The Church - 


The UK s only 


BUFFALO WING 



m' 

rH “This is the place for you” 
mm “Best for purists” 

Recommended by THE EVENING STANDARD 
35 one of the top three places m London for wings. iJi*y 201 1) 


SHAC 


Tel 020 3469 0088 
31 Lewisham Road St 13 70S 
www.s6ckywings.com 


IJ/TllWft’TV}' ' if 


v * t n : , i . • aTi . 

'-ru 1 T i ‘ - 


TAKEAWAY vT 


To advertise in 
Greenwich Time call 
Gaynor on 020 8921 5033 or 
Nicola on 020 8921 5572 


MURPHY’S WASTE 
SKIP HIRE 

CALL 

08000 232549 
020 8293 1 500 


SKIP SIZES AVAILABLE: 



*6 YARD SKIP PRICES 
FROM ONLY £145 

LOCAL AUTHORITY 
PERMITS ARRANGED 


* ! 


WE OFFER EXCELLENT SERVICE AND GREAT PRICES! 


Greenwich 

Community 

College 


ipty 

k| 

to guaranty 

a fast track 

, nro \nr\ent. 


Anne-Sophie Gnadou 

Sport & Exercise Science Student 
Eltham Centre 


We offer a wide range of A levels, GCSEs 
and vocational courses 

Tel: 020 8488 4800 www.gcc.ac.uk 


i i 
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Going great 

NIIIIC Work starts on 20 12 
HUIIO shooting venue 



AIMING HIGH: aboue, an artist’s impression of the shooting venue, below, an external view of the enclosure 


WORK is now under way on the Shooting 
venue at The Royal Artillery Barracks in 
Woolwich, with the first steel structures 
coming out of the ground. 

Construction has concentrated on the 
finals range, with the field of play now 
being built and surrounded in fabric. The 
spectator enclosure is also now being 
constructed, and work has also started on 
the 25-metre range. 

Richard Arnold, Olympic Delivery 
Authority (ODA) project sponsor for the 
shooting venue, said: “This was the last 
ODA venue to start construction and 
is on track to finish in time to host test 
events next year.” 

Spectators will enter the venue with 
views of the world-famous military base - 
the longest continuous Georgian building 
fagade in the UK - before taking their 
seats to watch the action. It is estimated 
that more than 104,000 spectators will 



attend the Shooting and Paralympic 
Archery competitions during the Games 
- equating to around 6,500 people every 
day. Immediately after the Games, the 
venue will begin to be dismantled and 
the site returned to its original condition, 
after which it will be handed back to the 
Ministry of Defence. 


On your marks! 


O From Page 1 

borough under Greenwich’s Council’s 
huge Playground to Podium initiative - 
designed to help people get fit and stay 
active. The borough has already had 
a taste of things to come during five 
days of test events in Greenwich Park 
earlier this month. They were designed 
to see how the Equestrian arena and 
Cross Country course would work out 
in practice so that any potential issues 
could be resolved well in advance. 

The tests were hugely successful, and 
thousands of local residents and school 
children went along to see the action 
with free tickets that the Council 
secured from LOCOG, the London 
Organising Committee. The park was 
heavily protected from possible damage 
and is now being fully restored to its 
previous state. Other test events are 
planned for Greenwich in the run-up 
to the Olympics. The qualifiers for the 
Gymnastics will be held at The 02 from 
January 10 to 18 2012 And the ISSF 
World Cup for Shooting will take place 
at the Royal Artillery Barracks from 
April 18 to 29. 

Meanwhile, the one-year countdown to 
the 2012 Games was due to be launched 
in Woolwich’s recently-revamped 
General Gordon Square last weekend 


when the borough joined in UK- wide 
celebrations. 

They included inter-city games, 
a mini-athletics circuit as well as 
unique footage about the Olympic 
and Paralympic Games and a film of 
Woolwich past and present. 

Academy Award-winning British film 
Chariots of Fire was also screened. 
South London Special League were due 
in the square on Saturday helping to 
encourage people of all abilities to get 
into sport and GLLaB, Greenwich’s 
local labour initiative, provided 
information and advice about training 
and job opportunities. On Sunday 
there was an opportunity to try out 
new sports for free at the Get Active in 
Greenwich Park event. 

People got a chance to take part in a 
variety of sports with everything from 
taekwondo to New Age Kurling. 
Greenwich Council leader Chris 
Roberts, told GT: “The big build-up 
to London 2012 has already started, 
and people are getting more and more 
excited. Our borough will be centre 
stage for much of the time, and what 
happens here will be seen all over the 
world. So let’s all get ready to soak up 
the atmosphere and enjoy what will be 
a once-in-a-lifetime event for the people 
of Greenwich.” 



Summer 

Fun 

Discover extraordinary creatures, 
acrobatic superheroes and blockbusting 
animation. Learn about sonic time 
travel and treasures of the deep. Enjoy 
twenty-five bars and restaurants. 

All under one roof. 

Come to The 0 2 for Summer fun, 
rain or shine. 


The co-operative 

presents 



british 

music 

experience 



iHHlMSMj 


TITANIC 

THE ARTEFACT EXHIBITION 


c/neworld 
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Talking newspapers for the blind 


FOR 34 years, Greenwich 
Talking Newspapers 
has provided a weekly 
90- minute audiotape 
of local news for blind 
and partially sighted 
residents. 

Using local newspapers as 
its source, the service is run 
by 40 volunteers who work 
in teams on a roster taking 
on different aspects of this 
weekly service all year 
round. 


Charlton House is where it 
all happens, with the teams 
on a roster with editors, 
studio managers, readers 
and copiers who decide 
which local news stories 
should go on the tape. There 
are usually three readers 
per session and the tapes 
recorded are bagged up and 
posted to subscribers free via 
the Articles for the Blind’ 
postal service. 

Also vital to the service are 
those operating behind the 


scenes who log in the weekly 
returned wallets and clean 
the tapes ready for copying 
and distribution. 

Currently there are 
approximately 60 listeners 
but with over 1000 blind and 
partially sighted residents 
in Greenwich more could be 
taking up the free service. 
Greenwich Talking 

Newspaper liaise with the 
council’s sensory team 
who visit those who are 
newly registered blind. The 


team is provided with an 
introductory tape to leave 
with newly registered blind 
residents. 

• FOR more information on 
how to subscribe or even 
to volunteer contact either 
the GTN’s chairman, on 020 
8850 9450 or the secretary, 
on 020 8859 5671. 

• THERE is a spoken word 
version of GT alongside the 
online copy of the paper 

at www.greenwich.gov.uk/ 
greenwichtime 


Wat-er way 
to have fun 



OH wat-er lot of fun 
these schoolchildren 
had when they designed 
river-themed posters. 

The Year 4’s from 
Thorntree primary in 
Charlton were recruited 
by the Met police to help 
promote safety on the 
Thames. 

It was a competition to find 
the best design, and Ann 
Nguyen’s colourful picture 
and slogan won the day. 
The poster will be on the 
walls of Greenwich schools 
for a whole year. 

In her picture she drew a 
couple of famous London 
landmarks - and of course 
the river. 

The nine-year-old told GT: 
“My poster has The 02, 
the London Eye and some 
canoeists on the Thames. 
My safety message was 
‘Always go with a friend’.” 


And Ann and her friends 
had a treat when the river 
police took them out for a 
spin in their hi-tech boat. 
“We went down the river 
to Tower Bridge and the 
Tower of London, it was 
really fast and exciting,” 
she added. 

Some of the children’s 
posters were home to 
some unusual creatures. 
Teacher James Luetchford 
said: “There were lots of 
sharks in the rough drafts, 
but we realised there are 
no sharks in the Thames so 
they had to go!” 

Ann’s poster also hangs 
in the local police station, 
and her Charlton home. 
She said: “I was really 
proud to be picked as the 
winner, I thought my 
friend was going to win, 
because hers was really 
good. My parents were 
amazed.” 


Schoolkids design posters to 
promote saftey on the river 


■■ 


POSTER GDI: Ann Nguyen (nbeve) Is all smiles as she shows oil her winning design, and left, with 


MEPS& GREATER 
LONDON AUTHORITY 
MEMBERS 


GREENWICH AND WOOLWICH 

Nick Raynsford (Lab) 

Email raynsfordnfaparliament.uk 
or write to Nick Raynsford MP, House 
of Commons, London SW1A 0AA 
Call the office in advance on 020 7219 5895 
to register for a surgery (lines are open 
Monday-Thursday 10am-12pm & 2-4pm). 
2nd & 4th Fridays of the month, 7pm at 
32 Woolwich Road, Greenwich SE10 OJU. 
2nd Saturday of the month, 1 1am at 
Charlton House, Charlton Road, Charlton 
SE7 8RE. 

2nd Saturday of the month, 2pm at West 
Greenwich House, 141 Greenwich High 
Road, Greenwich SE10 8JA. 

4th Saturday of the month: 1 1am at the 
Barnfield Project, Oak House, Barnfield 
Road SE18 3UH. 

4th Saturday of the month, 2pm at 
Woolwich Town Hall, Wellington Street, 
Woolwich SE1 8 6PW. 

ELTHAM 

Clive Efford (Lab) Call for an appointment 
at the following monthly surgeries on 
020-8850 5744 between 11am and 3pm 
Mon-Fri. 

1st Tues: Anstridge Community Centre, 
Anstridge Rd. SE9, 1 lam-12. 30pm 
1st Fri: Horn Park Community Centre, 96 
Sibthorpe Road, 11am-12.30pm 
2nd Fri: Slade Hall, Pendrell Street, 6pm 
2nd Sat: St Mary’s Community Centre, 
Eltham High Street, 10am and 4th Friday 
oat a of the month at 6pm. 

3rd Tues: Middle Park Community Centre, 
150 Middle Park Avenue, 

11am-12.30pm 

3rd Fri: Coldharbour Neighbourhood 
office, library entrance, William Barefoot 
Drive, 1 1am. 

4th Sat: Shrewsbury House, 10am, 
Bushmoor Crescent 

ERITH & THAMESMEAD 

Teresa Pearce (Lab) 

All surgeries are booked by appointment 
by calling 020 721 9 7068 or write to Teresa 
Pearce MP, House of Commons, London, 
SW1 A OAA, or email teresa. pearce. mpfa 
parliament.uk 

Four advice surgeries each month: the 1st 
Saturday of the month in Thamesmead, 
the 2nd Saturday of the month in 
Erith, the 3rd Friday of the month in 
Northumberland Heath and the 4th Friday 
of the month in Abbey Wood. 

GLA MEMBER 

Len Duvall (Lab) is the GLA member for 
Greenwich and Lewisham. Please write 
to Len Duvall, GLA, City Hall, Queen’s 
Walk, London SE1 2AA; phone 020-7983 
4408/4517; or email len.duvallfaiondon. 
gov.uk 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

Contact your MEP at the UK Office 
of the European Parliament on 
020-7227 4300. 

Contact Members' Services on 020 8921 
5151 for information on the surgery 
timings for your own councillor. 


COUNCIL MEETINGS 


THE following meetings are taking 
place over the next few days in the 
Town Hall, Wellington Street 
(unless otherwise stated). 

Social Inclusion Scrutiny Panel - 
Thursday July 28 7.00 pm 

Licensing Review Sub-Committee - 
Thursday August 4, 6.30pm 

More information on 020-8921 5130 or 
www.greenwich.gov.uk/meetings 
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LONDON 
OLYMPICS 

year 

TO GO 


Cycling has become one of Team 
GB’s most successful events at the 
Olympics. More and more people 
have been inspired to get in the 
saddle both on the track and on the 
road. Rod Kitson talked to one of the 
borough’s top cycle experts about 
biking’s benefits and the names to 
look out for next summer... 



THE likes of Chris Hoy, Bradley 
Wiggins and Victoria Pendleton 
made cycling Team GB’s most 
successful pursuit at the Beijing 
Olympics in 2008. They brought 
home a haul of 14 medals. 

And it looks like they can do even better 
in 2012. The success of the team has 
spurred more young riders to get on the 
track. 

Paul Mepham has been racing and riding 
for over 50 years. He runs the Harry Perry 
racing bike specialists in Woolwich. 

He told GT: “British cycling has become 
more successful, and there’s a lot more to 
come. If we get the Olympics right it will 
be very good for cycling. 

“Young riders to watch next summer are 
Ben Swift and a local rider Alex Dowsett. 
And of course Victoria Pendleton, Chris 
Hoy and Bradley Wiggins are the big 
ones.” 

Paul’s passionate about cycling. It’s his 
life, for him and his family. He runs the 
shop with wife Kath and son Robert. Just 
don’t call it a push bike. 

“The only push bike I 


know is a broken down motorcycle,” Paul 
joked. “It is a pedal cycle, it is not a push 
bike - you pedal it, you don’t push it!” 

The biker’s an advocate of the benefits 
of pedal power. He added: “A guy I know, 
who was 17 stone at the age of 38 was 
told by his doctor if he didn’t take up a 
physical activity he would have heart 
problems by 45. He took up cycling and 
within two years he was Kent champion, 
and he’s now in the top 12 nationally. 

“I love cycling - the fresh air, 
comradeship, riding with my mates. It is 
so relaxing. I personally think it prolongs 
life. I’ve got cycling friends in their 80s 
who still ride on a daily basis. I had a 
friend who hadn’t raced for 60 years, and 
in less than a year he’s already won three 
medals.” 

Paul says there are just two attributes 
that make a champion: “Dedication and 
application. What you put in is what you 
get out, and of course the main thing is 
that it’s enjoyable.” 

Cycling is on the up, with more people 
than ever getting in the saddle for 
pleasure and for work. 

“There’s more commuters riding in 



FIXER: Paul prepares a racing bike for the road, and below 
left, a Team GB rider tests the track for the 2012 Games 

London now because there’s a greater 
understanding between the authorities, 
the police and the motorists who are 
accepting that cyclists have the right to 
be on the road.” 

Paul’s seen more adults coming in to get 
high quality bikes since a cycle scheme 
was introduced by the government 
making it cheaper for working commuters 
to pay for their steed. 

“The cycle scheme initiative has 
definitely helped, it’s a brilliant initiative 
that has got more people out on bikes,” 
he added. 

But some of his fellow cyclists’ habits 
really get under his skin. 

“We still need better understanding 
that the cyclist must abide by the law 
of the land, in that they must not go 
across junctions, and not go across lights 
when they are red. A cyclist does not 
have the right to jump traffic lights. If 
an experienced rider does it, a lesser 
rider might do it and they could land up 
underneath a lorry.” 

And lights at night are a must, Paul 
says. “I’ve lost too many friends over the 
years who have been killed through not 
having lights. A young lad was training 
up in Orpington and his light went off, 
and a car pulled out of a side turning 
and he was killed. Other dangers include 
parked cars opening their doors into the 
road.” 


Paul’s tips for new riders: 

OBuy a bike from a bone fide 
dealer, not in a box, especially 
if you’ve got no experience of 
setting up a bike. 

OGet a bike that's the right size. 
Test a few and see what suits. 

OMaintain your bike, if you don’t 
it won’t give you good use. 

OMake sure the saddle is the 
right height. 

OKeep your chain oiled. 

OKeep your tyres pumped up 
to reduce drag and make 
pedaling easier. I 


But beginners shouldn’t be put off 
by these rare occurrences he says, as 
recent figures show that while there is 
more traffic on the road, there is a lower 
percentage of accidents than ever. 

“Accidents are extremely rare, so people 
shouldn’t worry about those stories. 
When you think of the tens of thousands 
of miles people do on bicycles it is very 
rare for accidents to happen.” 

• For more info on cycling in the 
borough and free weekend cycle training 
for adults, visit www.greenwich.gov.uk/ 
cycling or call 020 8921 8074 


I 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 


Mmmmm.... Lovely 


Treat yourself with these health and beauty specials 


YOGA CLASSES 
FOR BEGINNERS 
IN PLUMSTEAD 
£5.00 PER HOUR 
RING 

020 8317 2789 



T&ii'Guu Tavhwondv Academy 
Throughout 1h«d 

iCT % CrtoniMCh Borough 

Wcci^ch Bbclteati 
K«fc<oct« A Dtton 

8wi« Cbsses 
for Arliti &artng AKW 

Cail NOW tD teak ^mr 

First Chss A Uniform Fr—I 

www.tMgun.co.uk 

07956 674352 


NAIL TECHNICIAN 

WANTED 

Nail technician URGENTLY 
required for Vanily 1 The new 
nail, beauty and tanning salon 
opening m Trafalgar Road. 
Greenwich 

Must be qualified and 
experienced m all aspects 
of nails including acrylic and 
gel (we promote healthy nails 
therefore we do not use electric 
drills) 

Please contact Jenny on 

07980 272927 
020 7998 1595 


Bliss Fish 




The Ultimate in Unorthodox Hand 6 Feet Treatments J 



OPEN 

11am-7pm 



6 Days a Week e MC : a i Offer* 

Closed Wednesday ?f ot Exfoliation 


1/2 Hour in Tank & 
Foot Rub 


Price Menu 

Garra Rufa 
Pedicure 
15 Minutes £10 
30 Minutes £20 

blissfish@btconnect.com 

020 8694 1525 0778 7911 974 


93 Blackheath Road 
London 
SE10 8PD 


£20 



EYE TESTS FOR CHILDREN 


+ FREE CHILDREN'S FRAMES 
- COMPLETE WITH LENSES*!! 

It costs nothing to be reassured about the health of your children's eyes. 

Did you know? 


• 1 in 5 children have undetected visual problems 

• Research shows that poor vision can lead 
to poor school work 

• To avoid the possibility of permanent reduction 
in vision, it is essential children are tested before 
the age of 7 

• 70% of schools do NOT assess vision 

• Children with poor vision may not complain of 
any problems as they assume that what they 
can see is normal 

• Eye tests are FREE for all children under 1 6, 
and for 1 6-1 9 year olds in full time education! 

• Children can be tested from as 
young as 6 months old! 


UV rays can seriously damage your 
children’s eyes - check out our great 
selection of sunglasses! 


Large range of stylish and fun children’s 
frames complete with lenses for FREE!* 


Our children’s corner with books, 
colouring and toys will help even 
nervous children (and parents) feel 
relaxed and welcome. 


* Many of our children’s frames with 
standard lenses are available free of 
charge with an NHS voucher 


PAGE & SMALL OPTICIANS 

Eyecare excellence in a warm and friendly environment 
of your children's eyes call us today on 020 8293 9493 213 Charlton Road, Charlton, SE7 7ED 


or visit 
us at 
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f Get ACTIVE 


ADVERTISING FEATURE 

Fighting fit! 

Martial arts classes for everyone 


WHATEVER your age, gender or 
interest, Pyramid Martial Arts 
has something to offer everyone, 
whether you are just looking 
for some fun on a weeknight, 
to improve your fitness and/or 
physique, to learn how to defend 
yourself, become World Champion 
or simply meet new friends, this is 
the cluh for you. 

Pyramid Martial Arts offers the 
very best in Martial Arts and 
Fitness classes offering Sport 
Karate, Kickboxing, MMA, 

Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, Martial Fitness 
and Zumha, throughout the week 
at our full-time and fully equipped 
studio. Our instructors are of the 
highest standards, holding World, 
European and British titles and are 
guaranteed to make your journey 
with us as welcoming and enjoyable 
as possible. 

Quite simply we have 
revolutionised Martial Arts and 


Fitness training; fusing the Martial 
Arts teachings of old with the style, 
excitement and music of todays 
leading fitness and dance classes. 
New Beginners classes now 
enrolling at Pyramid Martial Arts; 
Children’s Classes 

• Pyramid Pandas 3 & 4 year old’s 
martial arts development program 

• Pyramid Pandas 5 & 6 year old’s 
martial arts development program 

• Children’s Sport Karate & 
Kickboxing (7-12 years) 

Adult’s Classes 

• Sport Karate & Kickboxing 

• Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu 

• MMA (including Muay Thai & 
Submission Wrestling) 

• Zumba 

• Martial Fitness 

For more info on joining call 07841 
775 868 or visit our website www. 
pyramidmartialarts. com 


martial art development 
v classes for 3-6 year olds 



pyramid 


9 


freestyle kickboxing 
& sport karate for 
7- 1 2 year olds 


pyramid 

martial arts 


to book call 0784 1 775 868 now 

www.pyramidmartialQrts.com 









COMMUNITY TRUST 
Heort Of The Co mmuni/y 


GReenuiicH 

HIUITATIOIIA12011 
6-A-SIDE LEAGUE 

FREE OF CHARGE 


*** " Starts 25th July 201 1 for 5 weel 


Prizes.. 0 ”"' 


OVERALL TOURNAMENT WINNERS WILL RECEIVE AN 

iPod TOUCH EACH! 

Plus 2 iPod's up for grabs for regular attendance! 

AREA LEAGUE WINNERS WILL EACH RECEIVE JD SPORTS VOUCHERS! 

Starting from 25th July 2011 

M ON.' - Woolwich Poly, Thamesmead 

- Coldharbour Ball Court, Eltham SE9 

- Charlton Park, Charlton Park Road SE7 
- Christchurch Ball Court, Greenwich SE10 

FINALS TO BE HELD AT CHARLTON ATHLETIC FC TRAINING GROUND 

6.00pm • 8.00pm * 13-19 year olds 


COMMUNITY TRUST 
Heart Of The Community 


For more information 
please call 
Charlton Athletic 
Community Trust office 


0871 781 2095 * 

*(please note that calls will be charged at lOp per minute from a BT 
landline, call from other networks and mobiles mat be more) 


Greenwich 

I Teaching Primary Care Trust 


m axis foundation 


Greenwich 

Council 
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A LL around us is the evidence 
already of Greenwich’s living 
legacy as a host borough of the 
London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. 

Outdoor gyms have been installed in 
12 parks with two more on the way, and 
sports grounds are being revitalised to 
encourage more people of all ages to get 
up and get active. 

It’s all part of the Playground to 
Podium programme -- the multi- 
million pound project led by Greenwich 
Council. 

Under Playground to Podium outdoor 
gyms are already up and running at 
Abbey Wood Park, Avery Hill Park, 
Bostall Gardens, Bostall Heath, 
Coldharbour, Eltham Park South, Fairy 
Hill Park, Kidbrooke Green, Oxleas 
Wood, Queenscroft Park, Southwood 
Road Park and Sutcliffe Park. Work on 
another two is under way at Blackheath 
and Eaglesfield Park. 

New cricket nets and playing surfaces 
have also been installed at Bostall 
Heath and Plumstead Gardens. Bostall 
Heath and Plumstead Common bowls 
clubs have been refurbished and 
redecorated while the two hard tennis 
courts at Bostall Gardens have been 
resurfaced, re-netted and re-fenced. 

New multi-use games areas (MUGAs) 
have been constructed in Avery 
Hill Park and Plumstead Gardens; 
playground equipment has been 
installed in Plumstead Gardens, 
Sunbury Street, Villas Road, Well Hall 
Pleasaunce, Winns Common, Chiswell 


and Abbey Wood Park. 

New changing rooms, and two sets of 
changing rooms at Charlton Park have 
been refurbished and redecorated. 
Outdoor table tennis tables have 
been installed at East Greenwich 
Pleasaunce, Avery Hill Park, Charlton 
Park and Sutcliffe Park, while a full 
boules piste has been installed to Avery 
Hill Park. A new Green Apple award- 
winning cafe and accessible public 
toilets are on the way for Avery Hill 
Park along with new paths, lighting 
fencing and tree planting. 

The latest Playground to Podium 
projects have been given a boost with 
money from the London Mayor’s Sports 
Legacy Fund announced earlier this 
month. 

A massive £12m is to be invested in 
grassroots sports projects in a bit to 
get people in the capital more fit and 
active. The money will to 14 large scale 
sports participation projects and 26 
community facilities across the London 
boroughs. 

In Greenwich an allocation of £126,000 
will help to fund a new BMX track and 
changing rooms at Hornfair Park while 
a further £130,000 will go towards an 
all weather playing pitch at Samuel 
Montague Centre. The London Mayor’s 
fund is also giving £165,000 to Charlton 
Lido, which is set for a revamp with a 
50-metre pool for use all year round. 
Additional investment by Greenwich 
Council, as part of the borough’s 
Olympic legacy, is also providing new 
sporting facilities for the public at two 
secondary schools. 


From the autumn the new Crown 
Woods College will be the base 
for regional competition standard 
basketball. Together with the rest of 
the school’s sports facilities, it will 
be available for use by the wider 
community in the evenings and at 
weekends. And a new-look Thomas 
Tallis secondary school, which opens 
later in the year, also has plans to 
open up its gymnastics facilities to the 
community. 

The Playground to Podium benefits 
are happening alongside plans to help 
more parks in Greenwich achieve the 
prestigious Green Flag status, which 
shows that parks are maintained to 
high standards. 

The council is committed to getting 
12 public parks up to the standard by 
2012. Last month the council agreed 
a scheme to carry out landscaping, 
signage and other work to another 
three parks while a further three parks 
are due to be submitted later. A total of 
£441,000 has been agreed, which will 
come wholly from the £4.772 million 
Playground to Podium programme. 

Cllr John Fahy, Greenwich Council’s 
cabinet member for Culture and 
the Olympics, said: “Our extremely 
successful Playground to Podium 
initiative means thousands of local 
people are now enjoying the new 
facilities we have provided in our parks 
and open spaces from the £4.8 million 
funding we have been able to achieve. 
“These will provide a lasting legacy 
long after the Games are over, and will 
help to keep people of all ages fit and 


HUNDREDS of residents are 
enjoying the great outdoors and 
getting fitter by using a range 
of new and upgraded sporting 
facilities in the borough’s 
parks and open spaces. It’s all 
thanks to Greenwich Council’s 
£4. 8m Playground to Podium 
programme designed to get 
more residents 
into sport and fitness both 
before and after the 2012 
London Games. 

Now the scheme has been 
given an added boost with 
the announcement of a ib l£m 
injection to grassroots sports by 
the London Mayor. The money 
will go to 14 large scale sports 
participation projects and 26 
community facilities including 
three in Greenwich. Dick 
Townsend-Smith finds out more 
about... 
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special school 


A PLUMSTEAD school, which is 
designed for children with severe 
and complex special educational 
needs, has received an award for 
improving children’s mobility. 

Willow Dene Primary School is one of 
only nine schools in Europe to be granted 
an ‘Outstanding’ MOVE Quality Mark 

The MOVE Programme is an activity 
based programme designed to improve 
the mobility of children with physical 
disabilities or complex needs. 

The programme involves parents, 
therapists and the classroom staff. 
Individual goals are set for each child and 
they are given help throughout the school 
day to learn and practice new skills. 

Willow Dene has 31 children on the 
MOVE Programme and 24 MOVE 
practitioners which means every class 
with a child on the programme is 
supported. 

Lin Wright, the school’s MOVE 
coordinator and trainer, was delighted 
that the school’s achievement was 
recognised with this award. 

She said: “It is wonderful to see the 
progress the children have made 
and continue to make on the MOVE 
Programme. 

From a child learning to hold up their 
head to be fed safely to a child taking their 


first independent step at the age of 10.” 

She continued: “It's truly life changingfor 
our children and their families. It means 
they can access the wider community and 
go to cinemas, restaurants, social events 
and family outings. It means they can 
make their own choices and become more 
independent. I feel very privileged to be a 
part of it” she continued. 

MOVE Europe's CEO, Peter Holland, 
comments: “The children, teachers, 
therapists and parents at Willow Dene 
have all worked extremely hard with the 
MOVE Programme so it’s great to be able 
to celebrate their amazing efforts and 
accomplishments.” 

“The MOVE Programme aims to get 
children moving around in different 
ways, thereby reducing health problems, 
such as a potential decrease in the need 
for surgical intervention, and improving 
their quality of life. Improvements are 
also seen in communication and social 
skills as the children become more able to 
interact with the world around them” 

• Councillors confirmed last week 
that the school will be rebuilt on its 
existing site. The buildings are agreed 
to be in poor condition and the decision 
by the Cabinet follows an assessment 
of alternative sites in Eltham and 
Blackheath. More detailed plans will 
now be developed. 
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Guaranteed Peace of Mind from 
The Tender Touch Independe 
Funeral Service Ltd 
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our services - no matter how prices mec 

• Creates a funeral plan to suit you 

• Guarantees best value and service 

• ( iiuinntocs tirqncuJ security 
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TO RECEIVE A FREE BROCHURE 
CONTAINING PRICE DETAILS 
PLEASE CALL 

020 8854 6222 

OR COMPLETE THE COUPON 
AND SEND TO: 

THE TENDER TOUCH 
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL 
SERVICE LTD, 

17C HERBERT ROAD, 
PLUMSTEAD, 

LONDON SE18 3TB 
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Your services have 

moved 



Woolwich Service Centre 

The ground floor of the new Woolwich Centre opened on Friday 8 July. 

The Service Centre provides a range of Council services, including Housing 
services, Council tax, Housing benefits, pupil benefits, parking permit issue, 
mobility, Waste services and Enforcement. 

Trained staff will be on hand to deal with your enquiries, or if necessary, 
service specialists will be able to assist you. You will also have access to 
Council services through the internet or by telephone. 

Woolwich Library 

A new major town centre library opened at The Woolwich Centre on 4 July. 
The new library is four times the size of the former Woolwich library and 
has facilities such as self-issue service for books, CDs and DVDs. 

It also has 100 computers for public use, including laptops, PCs, Apple Macs 
and ipads. 


www.greenwich.gov.uk 


Telephone: 020 8854 8888 


Service Centre 
opening times 

Monday to Friday, 

9am to 5 pm 

Library 
opening times 

Monday 9am to 7pm 
Tuesday 9am to 5.30pm 
Wednesday 9am to 5.30pm 
Thursday 9am to 7pm 
Friday 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday 9am to 5pm 


■ Greenwich 
Council 

Promoting equality and quality of life for all 
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To advertise in GT 
call Nicola on 
020 8921 5572 or 
Gaynor on 
020 8921 5033 


Big build up for 2012 construction kit 


Support church 
tribute to UK's 
assassinated PM 


Olympic agency 
information day 

LOCALS have a chance to quiz a range of 
agencies about the Olympics at a public 
event next Monday, August 1. 
Representatives from L0C0G, the London 
Organising Committee for the London 
Games and the Olympic Delivery Authority 
will be in General Gordon Square from 
1 0am to 4pm. They’ll be joined by officers 
from Greenwich Council, the police, fire 
brigade and ambulance services. It’s a 
chance for local people to ask questions 
about any issue relating to the Games 
from getting a job and parking to transport 
and security. 

Last chance to 
suggest location 
for 2012 trees 

TREE lovers in Greenwich are being 
reminded that there is still time to enter 
suggestions for where some of the 
2,012 trees should be planted as part 
of Greenwich Council’s London 2012 
Olympic and Paralympic Games legacy. 
The tree planting is part of the 
‘Playground to Podium’ scheme with 28 
locations chosen across the borough. 

The closing date for public consultation 
is Friday, August 12, and suggestions 
should be submitted to 
parksOgreenwich.gov.uk 


BBC radio hosts made a 
broadcast from the newly 
revamped General Gordon 
Square earlier this month. 

It was a chance for locals to 
explain how they feel about 
the Olympics and what it 
means to them to the whole 
of London through BBC 
London 94.9. 

The station’s double decker 
bus was parked up in 
the square on July 14 as 
part of a roadshow to the 
Olympic host boroughs. The 
roadshow theme centres on 
the question ‘London 2012- 
What’s in it for you?’ The 
BBC team are visiting the 
Olympic boroughs and are 
getting to the heart of the 
communities most affected 
by 2012. 

The BBC tour bus has 


already been to Hackney, 
Waltham Forest and Tower 
Hamlets before it rolled into 
Woolwich. 

During the visit the bus also 
broadcast Eddie Nestor’s 
drive time show which 
featured Cllr John Fahy, 
Greenwich Council’s cabinet 
member for the Olympics. 
Cllr Fahy told GT: “It was 
great to welcome the BBC 
to the new General Gordon 
Square and be part of their 
London 2012 roadshow. 

“It gave local residents 
a chance to share their 
views and it was a good 
opportunity to share with 
everyone the latest news 
and plans from the council 
about our preparations 
as a host borough for the 
Games.” 


THE death of Spencer Perceval, Britain’s 
only prime minister to have been 
assassinated, is to be commemorated by 
St Luke’s Church in Charlton 200 years 
after his death. 

His body is buried in the family vault at 
St Luke’s, and the church is planning a 
civic service at noon on May 1 1 next year. 
VIP guests have been invited. There will 
also be a concert the following day, and a 
pageant is being planned. 

“We are very keen to involve the whole 
community in events for the pageant and 
would love volunteers to come on to 
the steering committee,’’ said organiser 
Gwen Zammit. ”We know 2012 is going to 
be a busy year, but we felt this occasion 
should be recognised. 

“As part of the service to be held at 
St Luke’s, where Spencer Perceval is 
buried, we would like to recruit people 
to join our church choir. At the moment 
the rehearsals are by arrangement but 
I am planning to have a more regular 
programme once we have more people.” 
Perceval was shot in the lobby of the 
House of Commons. His killer was tried 
at the Old Bailey and executed three days 
later. 

• For further information about the 
events, and volunteering, contact Gwen 
on 020 8856 7373. 


PUPILS in Greenwich can see how the 
‘big build’ of the 2012 venues are being 
delivered with the national launch of 
the Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) 
‘construction kit’. 

The kit, aimed at 7-19 year olds, features 
fact sheets about each of the 2012 venues 
and insights into the people that have 
helped deliver them. 

It’s also packed with images, architects’ 
drawings and maps as well as activity 
ideas and challenges highlighting the 
construction and sustainability of the 
Games. 

The ODA has allowed all 450 schools 
in the Host Boroughs to get involved in 


the Olympic Park ‘big build’ which have 
included bus trips around the Olympic 
Park, workshops and talks by ODA 
representatives. 

The ‘construction kit’ was launched at 
the Olympic Park by the 100 members 
of the ODA’s Construction Crew as well 
as local school children, Olympic Gold 
medal winning sprinter Marlon Devonish 
and ODA Chairman John Armitt. 

Marlon Devonish said: “It is great to see 
young people local to the Olympic Park 
and across the UK getting involved in 
preparations for London 2012. The Games 
will be an inspirational sporting event 
and the Construction Crew show that the 


Games have the potential to inspire in 
many different ways.” 

ODA Chairman John Armitt said: The 
‘construction kit’ will give young people 
across the country the chance to learn 
in detail how the transformation of this 
part of east London has been achieved 
and hopefully inspire the next generation 
of engineers, architects and construction 
professionals.” 

• The ‘construction kit’ can be accessed 
through the official London 2012 
education programme ‘Get Set’, with 
the resources available to schools 
signed up to 

www.london2012.com/getset 


Radio rover stops 
in Woolwich 


Locals tell London 
about the Olympics 
on BBC bus 


Borough 

BRIEFS 
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BUILDING AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


GOODS WANTED 
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L i PLUMBING & HEATING 

n www.rjsplumbing.co.uk 

Tel:020 8855 6683 
4 Fax only:020 8316 5460 
MOST WORK UNDERTAKEN 


l>H rLlMinCi A HL^ItNGSCKVKLS 


Ljuidlnrth u;i* nxfctT LTfiificoli 
l*«mvr flushing 
All itiAku^ of iMitkr* rcfiulrctl 
Cvnlrnl kc-alin” X Imilcr 

All Li: lx, i^IiiihImii*' X tix‘:iC i it ti 
nwi untie nakcfi 


i«,| 020 »244 091 2 Jk 
’ 079 Sf* ‘>*>4 42 ** 4^9 


JIM 5URTELL 

FtGSaHLJJ PLUMBER 
40 iW SDOPEROCE 


(Tphe 


0a0tl$74t06 
07889 828 276 

ADVERTISE 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 

HERE 

CALL GAYNOR 
020 8021 5033 
0 WEEKS 
£00.00 


ADVERTISE 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 

HERE 

CALL GAYNOR 
020 8021 5033 
0 WEEKS 
£00.00 


T.TA ELECTRICS 

Installations & 
Maintenance 

NICEIC Domestic Installer 

Free Quote 
Call Tony 

020 8488 7425 

07961 509403 


FLOOR SANDING 


VACUUM ASSISTED 
FLOOR SANDING 

View website for Film Clips 
www.kentfloorsanding.com 

FREEPHONE 0800 011 2162 

NO PAYMENT UNTIL WORK COMPLETE 
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GARDENING 


V&C 

GARDENERS 

landscaping, 

RE-TURFING, 
GARDEN CLEARANCE, 
FENCING 
O.A.P 50% OFF 
FREE QUOTES 

020 8851 3904 
07985 608 225 


ACORN 

landscapes 

Garden Tidy-Ups Rubbish 
Clearance Fencing Turfing 
Trees Paving Etc 

07748520086 

02082658040 


CARPENTRY 


Kitchen Fittings, 
Doors, Staircase, 
Roofing, 
Wood Floors 
Garden Decking 

Call Tom 

07966 391 402 
020 8316 6711 


O 


PLASTERING 


DAVID NASH 

020 8265 5684 07768 458 196 
david @ nashplastering.com 

nashplastering.com 

Commercial & Domestic 
Plastering, Screeding & Rendering 
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020 8858 1032 
07931 443970 


All Our Yesterdays 
99 Blackheath Rd 
SE10 8PD 

Antiques. 

Collectables. Furniture. 
Paintings. Books. 
Mirrors. Ceramics. 

Glassware 
House Clearances. 
Single Items. 

020 8694 5595 
07951 594 798 
07807 092 563 


ROOFING 


ACE Roofing; 

Al W Itpin, C»twnr{,' 
lolt.Sitt.1la. ; 

(kmt)i « i 
fflSFhiiuin ; 
020 8356 0371 . 
|07881 821 074| 


YOGA 

CLASSES 


ACE 

Landscapes ! 
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020 8366 0371 ! 
07881 621 074i 
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Plumstead 
One to One 
YOGA Lessons. 
Aromatherapy advice 
£5.00 Per Hour. Pay as 
you go contact 
qualified teacher 
020 8317 2789 


WANTED 

Most Types of 
Second Hand 
Furniture Bought & 
Sold 

Handley’s of 
Woolwich 

020 8854 7754 


REMOVALS 


DON'S 

REMOVAL FIRM 

^Nahonaick 
••Qjcfc & relab* 
•'Sheri note* 
*~DSS Welocroe 

07951 021 629 
020 8765 9244 
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LOCKSMITHS 


CLEANING 


WE CAN MAKE 
YOUR PLACE 
SPARKLE 

For any clean: Carpet, end of 
tenancy, maid services 

0800 612 5804 

www.jf-general-cleaning.co.uk 
20% off for 1st service 


CARPET 
CLEANING 
23 Years Exp 
Fully Insured 

FREE QUOTES 
CALL KEVIN 

07734 833 551 
020 8467 7897 

kevin_handscleaning@yahoo.co.uk 


LOCK MASTER 1 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY 
CERTIFIED 
LOCK SMITH 
ASSOCIATION 
CALL BILL 

020 8856 0874 
07908 959 198 
0800 619 0037 

www.lockmasterl .co.uk 


DRIVING LESSONS 
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APPLIANCES 


HANDY MEN 


RELIABLE HANOY MEN 
Richard i Alex 
Ceilings, Kitchens & 
Decorating. NO JOB 
TOO LARGE OR SMALL 

020 8850 8411 
07957 547 174 


(No C.*M Out Cht'ynl 


f Uiiyt A Wet* 20fr> tip! 


4 MONTHS GUAAAMTtf FOf rAXTS 4 NO LAOOUft 


WANTED 

All Household Furniture 
House/Flat Clearance Wardrobes 
Leather Sofas Washing Machines 
Cookers Fridge/Freezers 
Bought & Sold 

020 8469 0848 
07831 831 162 


Help your Mums and Dads’ 
Pensioners Charity 

Donate useable furniture 

Free Collections • Heme Removals 
Free Estimates 

Ring PAGE on 020 8691 8823 


m WANTED m 

House Clearances 


Full and Part 


-Pine, Leather Sofas, Wardrobes, 
Drawers, Dining Tables etc j 
Auction Service available for antiques 
Yytf Rubbish also cleared jc| 

Best Prices Paid in Cash 

0208 850 1357 

Professional reliable service est 20 year 


DRY CLEANER 
LAUNDERETTE 


GREENWICH LAUNDERETTE 

DRY CLEANING 

174 TRAFALGAR ROAD SE10 9TZ 

Ironing shirts, Trousers, Bedding, Suits etc 
Industrial & Home Laundry Undertaken 
COLLECTION & DELIVERIES WELCOME 
Open Seven days a week 

8am to 8pm. Last wash 7pm 

0208 858 6937 07916 123 483 


NURSERY PLACES 


LIMITED NURSERY PLACES!!! 

Lewisham Way SE14 

LITTLE LEARNERS DAY NURSERY 


APPLIANCE 
DOCTOR 

• Washing 
machines, 
eletric cookers, 
dryers repaired 

• No call out 
charge 

•7 Day Service 

020 8317 1264 
07850 330 501 
27YRS EXP 


HOME SHOPPER 



n«*«> rtf** i 
0800 S44 8209 


The appearance of an advert in GT does not mean that Greenwich Council endorses the advertiser's goods or services. While we will not knowingly run an advert that is untrue, we are not responsible tor the accuracy of any advertising material or the 

accuracy of the description of an advertised product or service placed in GT 
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VEHICLES WANTED 


SKIP HIRE 


^R&P Car Sales"* 


GIVE US A CALI!! 


, WE BUY ALL TYPES OP VEHICLES c 
ANY CONDITION ♦ ANY AREA 


020 1059 8908 l*m i 


CALL 

amyti** 

CLASSIC t UNUSUAL CARS ALSO WANTED 
^ Vt > l ' T . '.t I ' 


MPUTER 
REPAIR & DESIGN 


PC Repair hOesign 


Ti 01322 446357 
M: 07597 300324 

www.pcmd.cauk E: lnfo@pcmd.co.uk 

Want a Website? Got a Virus? 
Computer not working? 

We can help! 

Free Collection a Delivery* 

tfGrmmdl v*)? 

No Repair, No Fee! 


TUDOR TOUCH 


C 


all 
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)v 


Tudor 

Touch 


TIM AMO 
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home 

Lonoon Show too* 
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SCRAP CARS 6 VANS 
Bought for cash 

Best prices paid 

Extra for Alloy Wheels 
DVLA documents exchanged 

We Do Not sell spares 

07540 105 453 

020 8850 8033 


CARPETS 


HOME SAMPLING SERVICE^ 
CARPETS TO YOUR DOOR 


^ 1000s Of Carpets 
& Vinyls At 
Unbeatable Prices 

0 All Work 
Guaranteed 





^ Laminate & Wood 
Specialist 


Free Delivery 
Free Estimates 
0 Expert Fitting 
^ Suit Any Budget 

CALL TO ARRANGE A FREE HOME VISIT 

FREEPHONE 0800 955 0606 

We Cover All Of Kent & SE London 
www.carpetstoreuk.com 


EASY-LOAD 

"2 HOUR DELIVERY OR 
EXCHANGE SERVICE" 
Sflf'J 

Permits Arranged 

SE2 • SE3 • SE4 • SE6 • SE7 • 


WALKHYSKIPS 


- 



* 4yd • 6yd *8yd • 1 2yd ***** 

SE9 • SE10 • SE12 • SE18 • SE28 


>Vsln;» Sidcn:* 6e»Mdcre*E(ttti« • BsHy.G-JWfteoa* Nortnee!«DBffcn}*C.ra*fcrj 

Opngkn* Pits Vk»d*Ch^ihurd«Broni^*Kiitofi« Domtan* Bsdwn ham* oaks 

RING FOR A QUOTE FREEPHONE 0800 0234 223 


020 8300 9090 


01322 555588 


Toulouse Skips 

Unbeatable 
Prices & Services 

020 8305 9641 

Grab & Tipper Hire 


MMREVOf 
NIKS HERE 
CAUfiAVNOR 

no Mil sis) 


PAVING 
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Contact BtM BaryltoU 
•20 latt 7883 1 11407 418725 

nriiMiirWtv 


SPECIALISTS IN 
BLOCK PAVING, 
IMPRINTED CONCRETE, 
SLABBING, FENCING, 
ALL BRICKWORK. 

NO DEPOSIT 
REQUIRED 
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jjj 
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Residents' clean team help 
to make Charlton green 



AROUND 50 people collected 
19 bags of rubbish in a ‘clean 
and green’ day in Charlton. 
The ‘Clean, Green and 
Freecycle’ day was organised 
by Charlton Central 
Residents Association 
and saw teams of local 
residents cleaning up 
some unloved areas in 
their neighbourhood. The 
association covers 13 streets 
from Elliscombe Road in the 
south of the area to Delafield 
Road in the north. Three 
plots of land were cleared of 
rubbish and cheered up with 
donated plants. 

The clean up earlier this 
month was the third in 
a series and part of the 
London-wide Capital 
Clean-up. During the day 


the association also ran a 
‘freecycle’ where locals could 
bring unwanted but usable 
goods to swap with other 
items for free. Greenwich 
Council was also collecting 
used batteries and textiles 
that cannot be put in the 
blue-top wheelie bins. 

CCRA chair Linda Pound 
explained that the group, 
which is an Environmental 
Champion for Greenwich 
Council, works closely with 
the Council to maintain 
the local area. She said: 
“Previous community days 
have proved to be very 
popular. Through working 
with local residents over the 
years, we have identified a 
number of issues of concern. 
We are systematically 


following these up in 
order to improve the local 
environment and quality 
of life for those who live 
in the area”. 


BLOT SPOT TO HOT SPOT: uolunteers 
work on an area at the top of Nadine 
Street in Charlton, junction with 
Charlton Church Lane. 
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TRAINEE NURSERY 
ASSISTANT OR OFFICE 
ADMIN TRAINEE 

Aged 16-18? 

You can earn up to £200 in 
achievement bonuses, plus pad 
public travel fate Them s also 
the chance to be e-iterec into a 
Free Prize draw to win the 
new iPhone 4 

Call 020 8293 4950 with your 
details NOW! 

www.tgblearning.com 

TOG Learning Gf eertaicft West 
Corrnjrltv & Arts Genre. 

141 Greenwich Ugh Road, 

London $E108*A 
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Charlton Rooms 
costume sale 

PROPS, hats, make up and wigs from film 
and theatre productions will be on sale as 
part of a costume sale next month. 

The Charlton Assembly Rooms, The 
Village, will be taken over on Saturday, 
August 6, for the event from 1 1am to 4pm. 
All manner of lovely costumes from the 
last decade will be available from 50p. 
There will also be a section packed with 
theatrical trims, sequins, fabric bundles, 
threads and buttons - all perfect for 
costume making or crafts. 

The sale is being run to support the 
‘Shine Walk’ for Cancer Research UK. 


Walking for water not on 


YEAR 8 students 
at Eltham Hill 
Technology 
College for 
Girls on Eltham 
Hill have been 
experiencing for 
themselves the 
hardships felt by 
women in rural 
Africa, who often 
walk 10 miles 
or more every 
day just to fetch 
water. 

They have been 
taking part in 
the school’s 
MAD (Make 
a Difference) 

HEAUY WATER: students show what it’s like for people to carry a bucket of water on their heads project to raise 



funds and 
awareness of 
WaterAid, the 
international non- 
governmental 
organisation 
that is trying to 
transform lives 
by improving 
access to safe 
water, hygiene 
and sanitation. 
The students 
carried out 
a research 
project on the 
availability and 
importance of 
fresh drinking 
water, and 
decided to 


it 

take part in 
a sponsored 
walk around 
Queenscroft Park 
to raise money 
for WaterAid. 
They carried 
a weighted 
container on their 
heads for part of 
the journey to 
simulate the real 
thing. 

Around 180 
students took 
part in the walk, 
and the school 
is now counting 
up how much 
was raised in 
sponsorship. 
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Our magical 
world of books 

Eltham schools present literacy festival 


by Dick Townsend- 
Smith 


DOZENS of children from 
schools in New Eltham 
spent an evening showing 
their parents and guests 
how their growing interest 
in reading had opened up 
a magical new world for 
them. 

The event was the New 
Eltham Cluster Literacy 
Festival, where a group of 
schools in the area got together 
to celebrate the success of the 
Power of Reading Project. 
The project aims to improve 
teachers’ knowledge of books 
and extend the creative use 
of children’s literature in the 
classroom. 

The idea is that it will 
increase children’s enjoyment 
of reading and improve their 
literacy. 

The event was hosted by the 
new Crown Woods College 
on July 7 and was opened by 
children’s author Michael 
Rosen, a former Children’s 
Laureate, who read some of 
his poetry. Eltham MP Clive 
Efford also attended the event. 

Children from four primary 
schools- Wyborne, Deansfield, 
Gordon and Eltham CofE, 
took part, along with Years 
7 and 9 from Crown Woods. 
They acted out scenes and 
read extracts from books 
they had read, and presented 
performance poetry and 
choral speaking. 



ACTION HEROES: aboue, pupils from Gordon School get into character, 
right, the youngsters perform with students from Crown Woods College 


“It was highly successful,” 
said Sheila White, headteacher 
from Wyborne Primary. 
“We had 18 Year 6 children 
aged 10 and 11 taking part. 
They did an extract from a 
book called Skellig by David 
Almond, wrote poetry based 
on the text and read it out, 
and did some theatre based on 
one of the scenes in the book. 
They thoroughly enjoyed 


the experience 
and were really 
excited about 
taking part.” 

She added: 

“The festival 
was part of 
a massive 
project to promote 
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the 


power of reading to children 
both collectively and 
individually. The festival is 


designed to engage parents 
more in their children’s 
reading and writing.” 
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Orton 
double at 
Playhouse 


- P20 



The Xtra mile 


Book 


Lion roars 
into stores 




Your Tube - new tunes! 


especially at 
school. Twin B 
added: “Work 
hard to reach all 
your goals and 
stay away from 
negativity.” 
Gemma Cairney 
Always be open- 
minded. Never think you’re 
too cool for school and learn 
from every single person you 
meet.” 

And there are other radio roles 
for the less extroverted, such 
as producer and engineer. 
Gemma also advises to look 
on BBC learning online where 
there are portals for career 
information. For young 
musicians there is BBC 
Introducing where aspiring 
popstars can upload tracks 
for DJs to hear. 

She went from theatre to 
fashion until she thought 
of combining the two in 
presenting, and much of the 
time she learnt on the job. It 
was a sentiment echoed by 


Westwood. “If you want to be 
something, you’ve got to do 
something. If you want to be a 
D J get on an online station, to 
be an artist just start making 
music. 

“Create these opportunities for 
yourself and use things like 
YouTube, Facebook, Twitter to 
get your fan base. This is how 
you get your career going.” 

Carin Suggate 

More info at 
www. bbc. co. ukj lxtra 


Announcement 
from Westwood! 

An under 18 club night is com 

to a venue in Greenwich. The i 
event will take place on August ; 

you will need tickets so stay tu 

to IXtra for full details. DJs on 
night will include Westwooc 
Mistajam, Target and 
Robbo Ranx. 


Calling all writers! If you would like to submit a review to Scene email rodkitsonfaymail.com 


He’s best mates with some of the biggest names in rap , and lost 
week hip-hop champion and IXtra DJ Tim Westwood popped into 
a Greenwich school to give the kids o lesson with the Big Dowg 


GREENWICH writer Mike 
Anderiesz is roaring ahead with 
a unusually titled children’s book 
of poetry. 

Loe the Dyslexic Lion is an anthology of 
humorous and heart-warming poems for 
children with disabilities or anyone who 
feels bullied, excluded or different and has 
already been taken up by the BeatBullying 
charity who are promoting it to their 
supporters and Mini Mentors teams. 

Loe the Dyslexic Lion is priced at £2.85 and 
50% of royalties go to children’s charities 
including Great Ormond St Hospital. The 
remainder is being invested in an audio 
book and animated iPad version, with a 
cast of celebrity narrators. All proceeds 
from these will also go to charity. 

Mike hopes his efforts will encourage 
others to also take matters into their own 
hands. “I’m hopeful this might inspire 
other local writers, particularly poets who 
rarely get to see their work in print”, he 
said. 

The author, whose credits include the 
Guardian, has attempted for years to get 
his book published mainstream. Confident 
it is a winning project and fed up with little 
interest from big name publishers, Mike 
decided to go it alone by publishing the 
title on the Amazon Kindle. This low cost 
method not only cuts out the middleman 
but has the potential reach audiences 
worldwide. 

To read more about the project go to www. 
facebook.com/groups /loeandfriends 
Loe the Dyslexic Lion is available now 
from the Kindle store link www.amazon. 

co.uk/dp/B005C14WBU 


WE’VE got a brand new feature starting in 
Scene this week: Your Tube. It’s a regular 
spot for artists and musicians from the 
borough. So if you have a track you’ve 
uploaded to YouTube forward us the link 
with your name, the track title and a little 
bit about yourself and it could be featured. 
KICKING off Your Tube this week is Andre 
Baptiste, a 15-year-old rapper from St 
Paul’s Academy - Tinie Tempah’s old 
school, no less. 

Andre only believes in positive rapping and 
writes his own lyrics for his raps as well as 
doing some songwriting. 

His tracks Step Forward and Say What 
I Like feature and are produced by his 
good friend and collaborator Cass Kidd. 
Check them out at www.youtube.com/ 
andrerapstar 

Email your links to carinsplacefahotmail.com 


# RADIO 1 DJ 

Tim Westwood 
dropped in at 
John Roan school 
last week as part 
of the BBC Radio’s IXtra 
schools tour. The end of term 
extravaganza took place from 
July 18 to 22 in five schools 
around London to kick start 
the summer holidays. On 
Tuesday 19th, the school on 
Maze Hill hosted the show 
presented by Westwood and 
his pals and fellows DJs Twin 
B and Gemma Cairney. 
Westwood told the students: 
“When you get an opportunity 
in life, really seize that 
moment and make that your 
moment for life.” 

The tour gave pupils the 
opportunity to get involved 
with a live BBC radio 
broadcast a look at what goes 
on behind the scenes. Set up in 
a science lab the breakfast 
show included its usual 
music, topics and antics. 
Students had the chance 
to get on air with their 
favourite presenters and 
even teachers were given 
a grilling. Keeping with 
the education theme the 
show included a blagger’s 
guide to Geography 
and random nuggets of 
info including the fact 
that China has more 
English speakers than the 
United States. Students 
also offered their own 
entertainment during the 
four-hour broadcast which 
started at 7am. Performances 
from the school’s band and 
choir were aired and both 
received great praise from the 
whole IXtra crew. 

The IXtra tour is an 
introduction to the station and 
broadcasting careers but it 
also kicked of the traditional 
end of school term carnival. It 
was a non-uniform day with 
the theme this year being 
pirates and sailors. There were 
many fun activities to take 
part in such as games, sumo 
wrestling, a bouncy castle 
and the infamous ‘Splat a 
Teacher’ where pupils bought 
wet sponges to aim at their 
headteacher Des Malone who 


was in the stocks. 

Once the show was finished, 
pupils were treated to an extra 
special assembly from the 
IXtra presenters who spoke 
about their daily lives at the 
station. Life for the presenters 
not always so glamorous. 
Previous jobs for each of 
them included marketing 
administrator, music video 
stylist and glass collector it a 
nightclub. 

All three presenters worked 
hard to get where they are 
and still work hard. Twin B 
rises at 5am. But all love their 
job. Whatever their particular 
experiences, all three 
presenters clearly worked hard 
with focus and dedication, 
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No average Joe 

A pair of Joe Orton ploys which hove not been seen in London for 
o decode hove been given o long-overdue airing in Greenwich 


THE relentless march of the 
^ I if A Great British summertime 
| P rendered Scene completely 
soaked in the short few 
▼ / minutes it took to walk to the 
Greenwich Playhouse. 

On the bill was a Joe Orton doubleshot of 
two rarely -performed plays, The Ruffian on 
the Stair and The Erpingham Camp. 

He was a rainy day kind of guy by all 
accounts was Joe, but even so the prospect of 
sitting through a pair of plays with steaming 
knees dampened the spirits somewhat. 
Ruffian’s bleak premise shared more than 
a passing resemblance to Arthur Miller’s A 
View From the Bridge: the power struggle 
between two alpha males, the downtrodden 
woman and the set itself. Only this time the 
dwelling was a King’s Cross bedsit and not a 
Brooklyn slum. 

Any thoughts of a wash-out were quickly 
forgotten when the play’s trio took to the 
stage. 

Paul Robison’s misogynistic Michael 
O’Rourke was instantly dislikable, his string 
vest a well-worn signpost of the stunted 
emotions inside his bitter existence. Here 
was a man going through the motions, 
destined to forever settle for half, and 
his wife was to bare the brunt of his 
frustrations. Robison’s portrayal was note 
perfect - from the Irish lilt right through to 
the way he was permanently buttoning and 
unbuttoning his starched shirt. 

His partner Joyce was expertly judged by 
Rebecca Hands-Wicks, a nervous ball of 
housebound neurosis and eagerness to do 
right by her man. She’d had a chequered 
past, which would come back to haunt her. 

It was credit to Maria Chiorando’s compact 
direction that the pair were so tightly 
choreographed around the small stage. 

The standout performance came from the 
casual menace of Jack Brackstone-Brown as 
Wilson, the unwanted intruder in the lives 
of the couple. At first there appeared no 
connection between the pair and the young 
Teddy Boy, whose bovver boots, braces 
and glint in the eye were surely inspired 
by Malcolm McDowell’s Alex DeLarge in A 
Clockwork Orange. 

Brackstone-Brown’s air of danger was ever 
present. All it took was a flick of his booted 
heel on the couch, or a slight change in his 
tone for a palpable breath to be drawn inside 
the theatre. 

Bully Michael’s power was on the wane 
as the terrifying presence of the young 
interloper increased. But underneath the 
bravado of both men there were beating 
hearts. Orton - and the actors here - perfectly 
encapsulated the emotional illiteracy of the 
male population of the mid-20th century. It 
showed in the grief of Wilson who could not 
let go the loss of his brother, and in Michael 
as he clumsily demonstrated that he loved 
Joyce but didn’t know how to show it. 

“I’m cuckolded,” he conceded, “I’m too old 
to start again. My heart aches to admit it 
but I love her.” Though Orton started out 
with sympathy for the downtrodden woman, 
his glib stance in the end only succeeded in 
using Joyce as a vehicle for the men of the 


piece to express their emotions. There was to 
be only one outcome at the close of play, and 
suffice to say, it wasn’t a happy ever after. 
The cheery counterpoint to the gnawing 
realism of Ruffian was The Erpingham 
Camp. Think Lord of the Flies at Butlins. 
Ruffian was always going to be a hard act to 
follow, and the comic delivery of Erpingham 
was less successful the weighty themes of 
the opener. Perhaps because the cast was 
bigger, it lacked the former’s focus. 

It was a knockabout romp which didn’t take 
itself too seriously, but Orton’s characters 
here were at times a little predictable. 

The eponymous Erpingham (Barry Clarke) 
was the pompous Captain Mainwaring at 
the centre of the holiday camp, who was to 
hand over the reigns of control to the young 
upstart Riley. 

Danny Wainwright’s perky portrayal 
of the naive redcoat was punctuated 
by an impressive turn on the ukulele 
which captured the true essence of the 
quintessential^ English holiday at home. 
Ross Finbow’s Kenny highlighted some of 
the less than endearing traditions that can 
be brought about when too much sauce is 
added to the mix. Talking of sauce, Rachel 
Waring’s cheeky Jessie induced more than 
a titter or two with her double entendres, 
and the seedy Padre - played by Christopher 
Prior - was the perfect letch. 

So while Erpingham was a more light- 
hearted affair than Ruffian, it was a 
reassuring reminder of the long-standing 
traditions of the English summertime. And 
as we stepped outside there was another: the 
rain was still coming down. 

RK 

The Ruffian on the Stair and the Erpingham 
Camp are on at the Greenwich Playhouse 
until August 7, Tues-Sat at 7.30pm and on 

Sundays at 4pm Tickets £13/ £10 Book on 020 
8858 9256 or visit www.galleontheatre.co.uk 




To get news of all the latest local events sign up for e-alerts at: www.greenwich.gov.uk/ealerts 
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Dick Morgan takes a look at a pair of ms out on the big screen locally 


End of an era for Harry 


THE journey is over. 
£$ 4 After seven books, 

1.2 million words 
and this, the last of 
eight films, it is time to say 
goodbye, time for our trio to 
take a rest and time for us to 
reflect. What a journey it has 
been. 

Generations of children have 
grown up with the actors. 
Generations of adults have 
become life-long fans and 
generations of the future are 
in for such a treat. 

But before we can rest, there 
is one final battle. Hogwarts 
is under siege and the 
outcome is far from clear. 

In a tone more sinister than 
anything hitherto, Harry must 
discover and destroy the keys 
to you-know-who’s soul. 
Director David Yates puts the 
relative disappointment of 
Part 1 firmly behind him in a 
breath-taking production of 
Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows Part 2. The special 
effects are quite stunning. 

We plunge the depths on 
impossible rollercoasters only 
to soar to the heights on the 
wings of a dragon. We marvel 
at the treasures in the vaults 
of Gringott’s bank, we wonder 
at stone armies brought to life 
with one new spell. 

We wonder too at the sheer 
strength of the cast. While 
our trio have been strong, 
Daniel Radcliffe as Harry has 
been particularly touching, 


if unheroic. Watson too is 
increasingly persuasive 
and Grint, naturally funny. 

The support cast has been 
dazzling: Bonham Carter 
(Bellatrix) hysterically evil, 
Michael Gambon (Dumbledore) 
the personification of patience 
and Maggie Smith (Minerva 
McGonagall) endlessly 
reassuring. But above them 
all stands Alan Rickman as 
Severus Snape, his clipped 
tones so threatening, his 
penetrating eyes staring deep 
into the soul. His final scene 
with Dumbledore is one of the 
highlights, not just this movie, 
but of the entire series. 

As the battle nears its end and 
Harry wanders through the 
ruins that were his school, he 
is appalled. “I never meant for 
people to die” - he laments 
to his dead parents before 
seeking out his nemesis for 
the final confrontation. 

“The boy who lived has come 
to die”, Voldemort jeers 
mockingly, reckoning without, 
well, that would be telling. 

But with closure there is 
sadness. 

Never again will we queue up 
at midnight to purchase the 
new book. Never again will we 
phone up for hours to ensure 
tickets for first night. Never 
again will we buy the latest 
DVD. The brand will live on - 
the new theme park in Orlando 
is a roaring success - but the 
stories are over and it is time 


Tree of Life 



to move on. 

Goodbye Harry Potter, and 
thank you for the ride. 

9/10 


Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows Part 2 is out now at 
local cinemas 
Cert: 12A 


: Pitt of despair 



AUTHORITARIAN: Pitt is strong in his role but is let down by paper-thin storyline 


“IF God had not existed, man would have 
had to invent him”. Thus spoke Voltaire 
j n an effort to explain mankind’s eternal 
desire to make sense of the world and to 
justify what appears to be random, inexplicable 
and unfair. 

Is a world without reason truly possible to bear? 
Nothing is more unreasonable than the death of a 
child and this is the driving force behind Terrence 
Malik’s Tree of Life and the catalyst for a two and a 
half hour reflection on life, love and creation. 

Sean Penn plays Jack, a successful but 
disenchanted corporate executive who looks 
back on the his life to find some sort of meaning. 
There’s his fear of his father, a demanding and 
disciplinarian bully (Brad Pitt], constantly angry 
with his boys, his contempt but love for his mother, 
a beautiful, ethereal but weak-minded angel 
(Jessica Chastain) devoted to her church and to 
her God, and his relationship with his soon-to-die 
brother. His life is one that’s never easy, never 
normal and ultimately full of regret. 

Suddenly, without notice, the film descends into 
a lengthy and over-indulgent camera-fest on the 
origins of life, losing both its direction and its 
audience. We are swept from volcanic eruptions 
to the implosion of stars, from the dawn of the 


earth the birth of new life including a carnivorous 
dinosaur that inexplicably releases its prey. While 
the camerawork is spectacular (Emmanuel Lubezki 
at the lens] and the music (Mahler, Berlioz and 
Holst) suitably compelling, Malik’s philosophical 
meanderings utterly fail to convince. While the 
questions are valid - the meaning of life, our place 
in the world, the existence of God - the responses 
are weak none more so than Jack’s mother who 
abandons her child. “Take my son”, she screams. 
The characters do their best with Malik’s sparse, 
repetitive and poorly-drafted script, despite 
continual interruptions from inappropriate 
voiceovers. Pitt is strong, his aggression believable 
and his regret sincere. Chastain glides serenely 
through her part, although her levitation is frankly 
bizarre. But Hunter McCracken (the young Jack] is 
the star, tormented and tormenting, and desperate 
for the approbation and love of his father. While the 
scale of Malik’s ambition is to be commended - 
presumably the reason for winning the 201 1 Palme 
D’Or at the Cannes Film Festival - his execution 
disappoints and the movie ends up falling between 
stools: lightweight documentary and unfinished 
drama. 4/10. 

DM 

ToL is out now at selected local cinemas 


Follow Greenwich Council on twitter tagreenwichcouncl 
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Honours on horseback 


Challenge 
yourself to make 
a difference 

THE GREENWICH & Bexley Community 
Hospice on Bostall Hill, Abbey Wood, 
is calling on local people to do 
something different with the launch of 
its 201 1 challenge event programme. 
Activities range from the challenging 
to the tough and extreme, and 
participants can choose the challenge 
that best suits them and their physical 
fitness level. 

Events are held throughout the year 
in a host of destinations around the 
world including the UK, France, Nepal, 
Tanzania, China, Morocco, Peru and 
Vietnam and range from skydives, 
overseas treks, climbs and bike rides. 
Participants raise money through 
sponsorship to support the work of 
the hospice. 

• To find out more, contact the 
Fundraising Team on 020 8319 9230 
or go to www.communityhospice.org. 
uk/treks-challenges 


Disabled riders scoop top awards in national contest 


A YOUNG disabled rider 
from Greenwich became a 
star on horseback when he 
competed in the National 
Riding for the Disabled 
Association Championships 
in Gloucestershire. Max 
Davies, 19, who is autistic, 
came first in the dressage 
and countryside challenge, 
riding Magpie. 

Max, from Crookston Road, 
first got involved in riding 
10 years ago through a 
Greenwich Council-funded 
scheme which is based at the 
New Lodge Riding Centre, in 
Mottingham Lane, Eltham. 
The council funds a variety 
of horse riding sessions 
for children and young 
people with special needs 
and disabilities, which are 
free to those living within 
the borough. Another 
rider at New Lodge, Daniel 
Darbyshire, 10, came third 


in the Best Turned-out class. 
Both had to qualify in a 
regional event before going 
on to the national finals. 

The event attracted disabled 
riders from all over the 
country. 

Hilary Crawford who runs 
the riding group, which is a 
registered charity, told GT: 
“Next year’s Paralympics 
will put the focus on disabled 
riding, and Paralympic 
dressage riders were at 
the championships in 
Gloucestershire, so it was 
very motivational for Max 
and Daniel to see them in 
action.” 

• More riding events are 
planned over the summer 
for Greenwich children and 
young people with special 
needs. For details, or to 
book, ring Hilary on 020 8851 
6447 or e-mail her on hilary. 
crawford@virgin.net 


RISING STAR: Max Davies, 19, shows his skills on his horse Magpie 
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VOLUNTEERS from 

Greenwich, who helped 
to welcome thousands of 
visitors to the Greenwich 
Park Olympic test events, 
are gearing up to welcome 
the world for the real event 
next year. 

Greenwich Council is 
looking for more than 550 
volunteers from the borough 
to help guide thousands of 
visitors coming to the three 
2012 venues in Greenwich 
during the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. 

Volunteers for the Olympics 
will be recruited this autumn 
to work on the Olympic 
Games, which run from 
July 27 to August 12, and 
the Paralympic Games from 
August 29 to September 9 next 
year. 

The Greenwich volunteers 
will work alongside LOCOG 
Games Makers and the 
London Ambassadors to 
ensure spectators are never 
more than a few minutes away 
from someone who can help 
them. 

The once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity means local 
people will be able to make 
crucial contribution to the 
2012 Games. 

Around 28 local people 
volunteered to help at the 
Greenwich park test events 
earlier this month. They were 
on hand in Greenwich town 
centre and in Greenwich Park 
guiding people to the test 
event venue and providing 


key information. 

They were recruited through 
Greenwich Volunteer Centre, 
which provided training and 
a distinctive red jacket for 
volunteers to wear. 

Volunteer Mo Adams, a 
freelance print production 
manager, signed up as she was 
in between jobs. 

During her four-hour 
shift for the test events in 
Greenwich Park she told GT: 
“I volunteered because I’m a 
very sociable person and I like 
being out and meeting people. 
I’ve been giving people advice, 
leaflets and maps and showing 
people where to go.” 

And she added: “I couldn’t 
commit to being a Games 
Maker or an Ambassador 
but having this experience is 
going to allow me to be part of 
next year.” 

Twenty-four year old Maria 
Wright has been a regular at 
Greenwich Volunteers Centre 
since last November. 

Maria, from Woolwich, said: 
“We’ve been giving people 
information and directions to 
the test events but also telling 
them what there is to see in 
Greenwich.” 

Maria, who has a nursing 
degree, added: “For me this 
has been a bit of a confidence 
builder, approaching people 
I don’t know isn’t something 
I find easy but I’ve actually 
enjoyed doing it and it’s been 
really good fun. It’s been 
interesting to see all the 
different people who come to 
Greenwich and having the test 
events and the Olympics will 
hopefully raise the profile of 
volunteering in the borough.” 


GUIDING LIGHTS: volunteers greet visitors to the test events in Greenwich Park, right, 
Mo Adams helps a couple of visitors at Greenwich Maritime DLR station 


Lyn Asquith-Brown, team 
leader from Volunteer centre 
Greenwich, said: “I’m proud 
to be working in partnership 
with Greenwich Council 
and on the volunteering 
programme for the test events. 
It’s a wonderful opportunity 
for local people to volunteer 
and they are really looking 
forward to being involved 
with the events in 2012.” 

Greenwich Council leader 


Chris Roberts said: “The 
council will be responsible 
for helping to ensure a safe 
and successful Games in 
Greenwich and our volunteers 
will play a key role in this.” 


• If you are interested in 
becoming a Greenwich 
Volunteer for the London 2012 
Games email volunteers@ 
visitgreenwich.org.uk or call 
the TIC team on 0870 608 2000. 


Welcome the worl 

Volunteers gear up 
for 2012 visitors 
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New era for second biggest club in the borough 


FOUR strikers good for 20-odd goals 
each a season is just one of the “lovely 
problems” for Steve Chapman as he 
embarks on the most exciting season 
of his career. 

Steve, a former player, will manage Cray 
Valley PM in their first season in the Kent 
League. He told GT: “I’m really excited, we 
all are, because this will be like managing 
a new club, certainly a new era for Cray 
Valley.” 

Their Badgers ground in Middle Park 
Avenue, Eltham - a few hundred yards 
down from the McDonald’s roundabout - 
is undergoing a six-figure refurbishment 
programme including the dressing rooms 
and clubhouse. 

And before the end of the 2011/12 season 
the club - named not after the Prime 
Minister but the old Cray Valley Paper 
Mills - will have a stand and floodlights to 
reach Kent League standards. 

“We won’t play our first home game until 
August 20 to give us a bit of time to get 
everything ready,” said Steve, who works 
in the Home Office. Our first game will 
be away on August 13, we don’t know the 
opposition yet. It’s very exciting but I’m 
pretty level-headed and my job will be to 
keep all our feet on the ground. 

“Last season was a lot of pressure as 
we all wanted to get up. It’ll be £7 to get 
in this season but I’m confident we’ll get 
good support. We’ve got a grand opening 
on Sunday, September 4, when our vets are 
playing Charlton Athletic vets in a 1pm 
kick-off, so that should be a great day.” 

The first team has been in the Kent 
County League for 10 years and has 
enjoyed great success, especially in cup 
competitions. Steve said: “We’ve won the 
London Intermediate Cup four times in 
that time and the league championship. 
I started myself as a centre-half in the 
same team as Paul Elliott. We’re still good 
friends. 

“We’ve slowly developed our own 
reputation and grown our own players 
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by Peter Cordwell 


through the Kent Youth League. I also run 
the London FA’s Under 18 rep side so I’ve 
got very good links there as well, getting 
boys who fall out of the Wellings and 
Bromleys and give them a chance here. 

“We’ve had good players ourselves, 
including Jack Parkinson, who is now 
captain of Welling, and other players 
who are well established in non-league at 
places like Tooting and Mitcham.” 

What Steve won’t be looking for is the 
“money hunters” among players but those 
who want to “join us for the journey”. He 
said: “We have signed Aaron Firth from 
Chatham and retained Matt Knuckey, who 
scored 32 goals last season. Luke Tanner 
scored 16 goals in 20 games, and we’ve got 
another striker in Sam Prett. 

“We made a conscious decision not have 
a reserve side this season but to run an 
Under 18 team in the Kent Youth League. 
One lad, Ryan Fulljames, a midfielder, 
came on as a sub in the London Cup Final 
at just 16. 

“Our first year will be about 
consolidation. Mark Edwards, who has 
been a great player locally, is my assistant 
and we work well together. At this level we 
could meet AFC Wimbledon in the London 
Senior Cup and Charlton in the Kent Cup. 
How good is that?” 

Third in the Kent County League last 
season, Cray Valley were invited into 
the Kent League after a vacancy arose. 
Chairman Doug Francis said: “We jumped 
at the chance and now it’s all hands to the 
deck to get everything ready. We’ve got 
excellent backers at Badgers who own the 
ground and Greenwich Council has been a 
big help with planning permission. 

“It’s like having a new club and we tell 
people we’re the second highest rated club 
in the borough after Charlton. Who knows, 
we might overtake them one day!” 

• First game is away to Tunbridge Wells 
on August 13 
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The T'anafy Business that stiff offers a personal service 

ELTHAM 

51-53 Passey Place, SE9 5DA 

020 8850 2868 



• Covering all areas 

• Pre-paid Funerals 

• Monumental Masons 

• Private Chapels of Rest 

• 24 Hour Service 

Branches also at: Pctts Wood. 
Biggin Hill. LHilwich. Forcvt Hill. 
Side up. New Cross & Camberwell 
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